Artist’s Statement:

“The vessels in the Tanami Traces Series are a response to an excursion I took over the Tanami desert in a light aircraft. The vessels radiate a quiet nobility, yet conceal surprises, as their surfaces change with the perspective from which they are viewed.  What from a distance often appears to be monochromatic, reveals fine nuances on closer viewing, a play of subtle light and colour effects, attributes with which could also describe a desert. The fine lines winding around the forms are sometimes even, sometimes broken, and in some places coarse, evoking traces in the sand. These works are the essence of emotional experience and aesthetic reflection and are an elaborate technique to express my mental images.  The procedure is far from reliable; some 40% of the output is lost during the firing. However when everything goes well, form and decoration merge into a unity of great harmony. ”

I have been described as a “painterly” artist on numerous occasions, an expression that encapsulates the natural flamboyance and my intuitive decorative style. “Tanami” is not about that.  It is about a painstaking and time-greedy discipline; a science of fine glazes, incised lines and careful workings that create the essence of traceries in a constantly changing desert landscape.  Yet looking at the pots they are a testimony of the struggle between a creator that is desperate to throw colour and form around on a grand scale and the discipline of the application – a struggle akin to nature itself.
